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SAMPLE READINGS

[Government] views private
wealth as a predator views it’s
prey: None are allowed to escape
without surrendering their “fair
share.” (Day 146)

If we expect to escape hatred, we have
to be ready to fight it. If we expect to
ensure peace... other nations can have
no doubt that we’re willing to wage a
necessary war. (Day 171)

Thomas Paine

George Washington

Source: The Rights of Man, 1791

Source: Fifth Annual Message to Congress,
December 3, 1793

The day you passed that law... you made
them dependent on another source for
income. In short, by paying them you
inspired them to be lazy. And you
wonder why poverty has skyrocketed
since then? (Day 240)
Benjamin Franklin
Source: (Letter) to the London Chronicle, Nov, 1766

Their vision. Our language.
To America’s founding generation,
“The King’s English” was elegant,
familiar and readable. But as a new,
simpler and distinctively American
English emerged, the founders’
words grew increasingly foreign to
modern ears. Predictably, the
freshness, meaning and relevance of
their unique perspective was "lost in
translation" for the many generations
of Americans that would follow.
Since then, we've paid a steep price
for that loss. Today's Americans need
a vibrant new rendering of the
wisdom the founding fathers left to
our ancestors—and to us—if we are
to revive and restore their rich legacy
of freedom, prosperity and hope.

As with Shakespeare and The Bible,
we’re often easily intimidated by their
archaic wording, tragically losing the
powerful, universally revered stories
and compelling poetry that make
such works treasured classics of
human thought and expression.
On Point: The Founding Fathers in
Plain English re-captures the clarity,
timeliness and vision found only in
the literary legacies of these heroes of
freedom. In brief, quick readings their
unique and uncommon sense is
rescued from obscurity. Discovering
their thoughts in our words, we can
better see how their timeless message
speaks plainly to our generation and,
more important, to those that follow.
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Fred W. Smith National Library for the Study of George Washington, Mount Vernon, Virginia

365 Days of Timeless Advice from
America's First Generation to Ours.
"Far too many Americans have either
forgotten, or what's even more sad,
were never taught the founding
principles of this great nation. This
book brings the thoughts of freedom,
limited government, and individual
rights espoused by our founding fathers
to light for modern day Americans.
As was true with our founders, we
continue to be engaged in a struggle
against tyrannical government and
for individual liberty—our fight for
freedom. It is a fight we absolutely
must win.”
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"This is what we need right now!"

;+"<'=)*7#:>'-#7%,'?)99*>'23
Former President, Wisconsin Faith
and Freedom Coalition
"This isn’t a book you read one time

and put it on the shelf. ... I find myself
going back to it over and over again."
@%"'@")AA>'B%*A%,>'23
"I need to strongly recommend On
Point ...You rarely see a book that is
such an easy read and also has so much
depth."

.+/"'CD&"%,>'EDFD,">'EG
Founder/Executive Director, Take Back

"On Point: The Founding Fathers in
Plain English is a wonderful
collection of thoughts from some of
the great minds that created this
wonderful country we call America.
Dave Hebert does an amazing job of
collecting these important quotes
and translating them into modern
conversation without altering the
original intent.
[This book] is a great read for anyone
who values the freedoms we hold dear. It
provides a daily reminder to not let
those freedoms slip away."
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Our Republic; Concentric Direct
Campaign Consultants
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This FAQ sheet takes the form of a interview; it is
not an actual two-party conversation.
There are lots of books, websites, calendars,
etc., that list quotations from the founding
fathers. How is "On Point" any different?
You’re exactly right. And many of them are great
resources for learning about the founders and others
from our past that can still teach us today. In fact, a
number of them were used for On Point and are
listed in the resources section in the appendix.
What’s new in this book is an attempt to make these
quotes accessible to people today. We tend not to
read anything that sounds too strange or different or
maybe too archaic, regardless of what it is or who
said it. We just don't have the time or interest. So I
tried to simplify, to close that gap, so to speak. I
tried to take some of the mystery out of their words
and, in the process, adapt them to our time without
changing the main point the author was making.
I also think the chapter introductions are kind of a
new thing in that they aren’t trying to give so much
information that only academics can appreciate. I
tried to make them, for the most part, easier to read
and short but helpful in understanding what might
be meant by the quotations in that chapter.
Finally, I think readers appreciate the appendices.
While I cited most of the familiar players we all
remember, I wanted to get as broad a picture as I
could so I also looked for lesser-known founders.
The Authors appendix is there to help readers know
who these people were and why their words matter
as well as to provide an index to each of their quotes
included in the book.

What’s the purpose of this book?
There's a big answer. But a slightly shorter version is
just that Americans today can learn a lot from our
founding fathers. After all, the country they
“engineered,” if you will, has lasted a long time—
maybe not compared to other nations necessarily—
but in terms of the continuity of the same form of
government, the same legal system, the same basic
makeup and character of its people. The success of
their ideas as proven by the imitation by so many
other nations—older and, in some cases, powerful
nations—of so many of their ideas, their vision, their
wisdom. That’s very unique, very special, And it’s
our nation and our founding fathers that did that.
It’s inspiring and worthwhile for Americans of all
ages or social segments to know more about them.
Really, it started out—and was published in a
preliminary version—as a “voter’s guide,” because I
think, very strongly, that we don’t take seriously
how vital it is to make rational, thoughtful choices
in who we vote for and what parties or ideals we’re
going to support. This isn’t a pure democracy,
where everyone votes on every civil matter. It’s a
democratic republic where we choose who will vote
and govern on our behalf. And the founders
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specifically warned that this whole thing can’t work
if voters don’t take that responsibility—really, that
privilege—seriously. I’m concerned, as are many
others—that that’s not the case today and hasn't
been for generations. I hope this book can help
others hear that message, pay attention and participate, hopefully by voting smartly at the very least.
Of course, there are literally tons of books about the
founders, so in a sense, here’s one more. Big deal.
But, again, if people—non-scholars, non--historians
—can’t understand the run-on sentences, obsolete
phrasing and lawyerly mumbo-jumbo—well, what's
the point in reading it at all? The Bible asks what
good it does for a bugler to call men to battle but
blows the wrong call. That army will be massacred
and the battle lost. So it’s important that we understand what we read and then apply it as written.
Just as key is that very few of us have reason or
motivation to read more about our founding fathers.
This book is—or what I think is—a different way to
look at the founding generation, our ancestors, in a
new and, hopefully, more relevant light.
I also think there's some confusion out there about
who these men were and what they intended to
create. For example, we’re often taught these days
that the founders wanted a complete break between
government and religion. Well, I get what people
mean when they argue that, but it’s not entirely
accurate based on the founders' writings. And that’s
true of a lot of other things we argue about,
politically, these days. Entitlements, security, taxes,
clashing ideas on morality, the division of powers
and the real role of each branch of government, our
place in the world, etc., etc.
Let’s just say the purpose of the book is to make it
easier for today’s Americans—adults, teens and kids
alike—to know what their founders said, wrote and
believed. And then, armed with that knowledge, to
look at our world and our challenges and our biases
and act in ways that help us give ourselves and our
kids the future the founders intended to leave for us
through the Constitution and the principles and
values and fundamental truths they promoted.

Who’s your primary audience? And what do you
hope to convey to them?
Well, I’d like to think anyone can find something
valuable in this book. But I realize it will make most
sense to people with a conservative philosophy
about politics and life, so I suppose that’s the
primary audience. But, really, all Americans. It’s for
regular people. Academics and lawyers and history
experts may find it a bit trite, but that’s OK. It’s not
that I wouldn't want people with more expertise on
these subjects to like the book and want to use it
themselves, it’s just that it wasn’t written with them
in mind. It's written--or more accurately--compiled
more for regular Joes and Marys.

So, did you write the book just for political
conservatives?
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Not really. I set out to select quotes that were pretty
balanced. But I wanted, more than that, to find
quotes that make a lot of sense, that were proven to
work, that were generally faithful to their context
and that can be applied positively today. Because
I’m conservative by upbringing and by conviction, I
realized partway through my research that the book
would inevitably lean conservative. I still tried to
veer from time to time into the moderate or slightly
liberal, but there’s nothing in here that I don’t
believe is pertinent and positive and worthy of
consideration. So, because conservatives will
probably relate to the topics and paraphrases more
than others, I hope they will use the book to expand
their own knowledge of the founding fathers, to
focus their perspective on politics and social
questions, to use as talking points to start
discussions and to inspire and re-energize
themselves personally.

You said, “talking points to start discussions.”
What kind of discussions?
Mostly political, simply because that’s naturally
where the voices of the founding fathers are most
relevant and impactful. But, in designing our
Constitution--the rules that define and limit our
government--they were also designing our society
and how citizens of this new nation would treat
each other, live their daily lives, raise their kids,
work their jobs and participate in community. So,
there’s more than just political or civil insights in
this book. Morality, religion, philosophy, economics,
labor, education, etc.,were big things to them and
should be to us. These weren’t fools. They wouldn’t
build a social structure without a healthy regard for
all of these elements. So, many of the quotes in this
book can be used to open discussions, to form
arguments or debate controversies, to re-think or
reinforce something we might already believe.

With 365 quotes in the book, there’s obviously a
lot to pick from. Do you have any favorite quotes
or authors?
Well, I’ve always been partial to Benjamin Franklin.
I see myself as a "word guy" and he used words so
cleverly. But in my research I found so many rich
quotes from George Washington. Unlike Franklin,
he doesn’t strike me as having much of a sense of
humor, but he’s also not the fiery type like John and
Samuel Adams. Washington’s words reflect the
dignity you would expect from a man of his unique
stature. No one even came close to having the
respect and admiration he did while he was alive.
So I admire, and use, a lot of Washington's quotes.
But one of my favorites is by James Madison on Day
56. It’s taken from Federalist #62 and speaks so
directly, in my opinion, to the debacle that was, and
is, Obamacare. I’ve said from the start that the
process used to pass that bill was unconscionable.
Laws should not be passed and imposed on a nation
the way this was done, from start to finish. Of
course, we’ve learned since how poorly-conceived
the idea was from the get-go. There were other,

INTERVIEW (CONTINUED)
less extreme ways to achieve the desired reform
The deception underlying arguments for its
passage; how the administration botched the launch
even with four years to prepare and how so many
unintended consequences could have, and should
have been, anticipated and avoided, all createed
unneccessary harm and controversy. That’s what
you get when you pass laws the way they passed
this one. And that’s what we, as voters, get when we
choose to hold our noses and look the other way.
Anyhow, Madison wrote—in my paraphrase—“It's
not much help for the people to have men they
elected make the laws if the laws they make are so
lengthy they can’t be read, so confusing they can’t
be understood, are withdrawn or amended before
they’re published or are changed so much and so
often that no one who knows what the law demands
today can predict what it might demand tomorrow.
Law is defined as ‘a rule governing action’ but how
can it be a rule when no one knows what the rule is
because it’s constantly changing?”
I love that because I think it shows how insightful
yesterday’s thinking is on today’s problems. By and
large, the founders—though often cleverly subtle—
usually didn’t mince words. This is one example of
that. And there’s many more like this one.

You talk a lot about these quotes--or “talking
points”--addressing today’s issues. Besides
healthcase reform, what other issues?
Well, the Table of Contents helps point those out,
although the chapters aren’t necessarily issuefocused. But a short list of issues would include the
process of enacting law (as I just mentioned),
executive leadership, adhering to the Constitution,
overreach by all three branches, weakness and
naivete in dealing with our enemies, debt and
staying within budget, American exceptionalism
and our role in the world, entitlements and caring
for the poor and hurting, the dangers to freedom of
a general decline in morality and moral examples,
the place of religion both in government and society,
etc. (By the way, I’m not suggesting the founders
advocated religious tests to be part of either
government or society, only that there are examples
to show that the so-called “line of separation” may
not be as clear or as rigid as some insist.)
These are just some of many issues covered to some
degree. It's interesting to get at least a peek at the
founders' perspective on these. But, perhaps the key
ones, over all, are about voter responsibilities. If we
don't—or won’t—pay attention, if we let others
make up our minds, if we don’t bother to vote, if
we’re careless or apathetic or gullible about our
choices—all of these things will damage, and could
destroy, our way ot "life, liberty and pusuit of
happiness." Our founders warned us about all of
them. It’s vital that we know that and that we think
seriously about what that means for each of us,
individually, and for us as a nation. I don’t want to
sound like an alarmist by saying that it’s almost
getting too late, but it’s almost getting too late.

Too late for what?
Too late to be playing games. Too late to turn the
Titanic. Too late to get our act together. Too late to
do what we need to do—what the founders warned
us to do—to keep the America that our ancestors
cherished and took great pride in for over two
hundred years. It’s too late to short-change that
reality and that responsibility and expect life to go
on as usual.

Why do you think the average American doesn’t
know much about the founding fathers other
than what they remember from history classes—
and that most of them are on our cash?
Oh, there are lots of reasons for that, some practical,
some not, in my view. Again, I have to go back to
the language difference. We’re just not inclined to
bother reading history in the first place, much less
history that’s hard to read or is seen as irrelevant to
our lives. That’s the first practical reason.
I think it’s also true that history, unfortunately, is
just not a sexy class, the kind that students of any
age want to take or pay attention to. That was true
in my day and still is. I know I was around 26 when
I first became interested in history enough to
actually look for books and movies and stories
about history. I became fascinated by both the
biblical period and the period around the
Revolution. But I realize that’s not common.
One other thing is that, in my opinion, school
administrators—at all levels—have dumbed-down
history. They’ve kind of homogenized it and made it
falsely attractive to kids by removing the need to
think or remember or analyze historical events and
personalities. Either that or they avoid the
controversies or, worse yet, re-write them to be
politically correct. Apart from the inevitable
inaccuracies that creates, it’s both wrong and
impractical.

How so?
Scholars decry the ancient Egyptians, for example,
for scratching out the records of military defeats or
other national troubles from their records and
monuments. Then we do essentially the same thing.
It also doesn’t make sense from an educational point
of view. I was a computer programmer in the '70s.
In those early years we had a saying, “garbage in,
garbage out,” meaning if you write bad code your
program won’t work. Worse, that one error can have
a cascading effect and either cause or hide other
errors. Each error can be extremely subtle and,
therefore, much harder to identify. Similarly, if the
data you use is corrupted, configured wrong or
incomplete your results won’t be what you were
expecting, won't produce what you wanted.
It seems to me the same principle applies as directly
to the study of history as it does to math or science
or engineering or anything where there are facts and
theories to be analyzed, understood and applied.

No one can learn anything useful from bad data. But
we make matters considerably worse when we let
bad data lead us to "comfortable" conclusions. We
not only kid ourselves, we fail to uncover the better
answers we need to solve our problem, whatever
that may be. When applied on a broad political or
societal scale, that can be disastrous both in the
present and, probably more so, in the future.
To bring that point home, nice-sounding politics
seldom work. They seldom solve the real problem.
And they often make matters much worse. The
founders' thought processes have been proven over
time. Why wouldn't we take advantage of that
proven expertise to direct our own course?

Ok. But how relevant can the words of people
that lived, what—240 years ago—be in this day
of international terrorism, skyrocketing debt,
moral and sexual confusion and all the rest?
Some principles don’t change, no matter when, how
or where they're applied. President Washington
dealing with foreign powers had to rely on many of
the same principles that President Obama has to
today. Weakness in the face of foreign threats,
whether getting involved in war--or avoiding
involvement--would be in the best interests of the
U.S., managing debt, staying within the bounds of
the Constitution and applying the law correctly—
these principles never change even when
circumstances do. Mathematicians today still
believe in and use mathematical principles
discovered in ancient times, military experts study
Sun Tzu, Theologians learn life from the Bible, etc,
etc. Truth is truth—and is relevant to every people
in every age in some useful way. The founding
fathers understood that the wisdom of past ages,
formed by trial and error as well as keen and novel
insights of extraordinary people, had to undergird
their new nation. So should we.

You say in the front matter that you don’t claim
to be an historian or scholar. So, what gives you
credibility as an author of a book on history?
Great question. I guess each reader has to answer
that for him or herself. I enjoy history more than
some, perhaps. But I love words; I suppose that's
my main "expertise." I tried to explain in the front
matter that readers shouldn't get the idea that
anything I write is intended to be the final word or
authoritative in any sense. Anyone with a different
view is free to write their own book. But as I said
earlier, this book is intended for regular folks like
you and me. My aim is to inform, to energize and to
inspire conversation. Naturally, I’d like readers to
take my own perspectives seriously, but that’s all
they are—my perspectives. But I do think that
viewing history—including the writings and
speeches of the founding fathers—through the eyes
of a common man (or woman) is a good thing. After
all, this great country is made up of a lot of folks just
like us, many of whom I think will find "On Point"
valuable and worthwhile.
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Timely. Relevant. Revolutionary.
It's not too late to revive the promise of the America our founding fathers dreamed of. What if we could
read their unique perspective in words and images familiar to us? What if we could re-capture the clarity,
common sense and vision of their time and apply it in ours? What if there was a book that features...
Contents
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

"On Point" quotations
Plain English wording
Original quote included
Readings for each day
Cited sources included
24 topical chapters
Brief topic introductions
Foreword by Governor
Scott Walker
• Resources listed
• Author sketches and
map in appendix
• Full alphabetical index

Chapters / Topics
A Fragile Freedom
A Resolute Constitution
A Noble Presidency
A Global Calling
A Mandated Restraint
A Moral People
On Entitlement

A Vigilant Electorate
American Exceptionalism
A Respected Congress
A Prudent Judiciary
On Political Discourse
A Robust Economy
A Welcome Piety
On God and Governing
On Property and
Prosperity
A Perceptive Voter
More...

Authors Cited
Abigail Adams
John Adams
John Quincy Adams
Samuel Adams
David (Davy) Crockett
Benjamin Franklin
Alexander Hamilton
John Hancock
Patrick Henry

Thomas Jefferson
James Madison
Thomas Paine
George Washington
Daniel Webster
Noah Webster
William Blackstone
Edmund Burke
Charles Carroll
Alexis de Toqueville
Stephen Decatur, Jr.
John Dickinson
John Jay
John Paul Jones
Richard Henry Lee
John Marshall
George Mason
Gouverneur Morris
Edmund Randolph
Benjamin Rush
Adam Smith
Fisher Ames
John Barnard

Elias Boudinot
Horatio Bunce
Nathaniel Chipman
Benjamin Church
Tench Coxe
St. Jean de Creveceour
Oliver Ellsworth
Elbridge Gerry
Sarah Updike Goddard
Nathanael Greene
Andrew Hamilton
Robert Goodloe Harper
James Iredell
Rev. Jonathan Mayhew
Charles Cotesworth
Pinckney
Joseph Story
Joseph Warren
Mercy Otis Warren
Samuel West
Samuel Williams
James Wilson
John Witherspoon

The Writer's View

Point of Contact

Historians love history books… regular folks, not so much. That’s
why On Point: The Founding Fathers in Plain English isn’t written like
a history book. (Not that history books are bad, they just tend to
appeal more to history buffs, scholars and students---who have little
choice if they hope to pass the class.) No, the idea for this book is to
make the founders' words accessible to the rest of us who, for
various reasons, generally sidestep academic or non-fiction books on
history or politics. The problem is this avoidance keeps us unaware
and unequipped to do what we, as inheritors of our founders’ legacy of freedom, need to
know and to do to appreciate, enjoy and preserve that legacy.

Email: info@goodpoint.us
Twitter: @GoodPointUS
LinkedIn: GoodPoint Publishing
Facebook: GoodPoint Publishing
Mobile: (339) 970-9301, (715) 303-8848
Website: goodpoint.us
Postal Address:
910 Sixth Street, Plover, Wisconsin 54467

It's vital that we perservere in reversing that trend; I hope this book will help. In any case,
you’ll find what you read to be timely, relevant and, well, revolutionary! We can all
benefit by taking an occasional step back from our typically mind-numbing schedules to
spend a part of each day with America's founding fathers!

Point of Purchase
Visit our website at goodpoint.us for a list of
current sales venues and options.

__________________________________________________________________________
David Anthony Hebert is a freelance writer/editor, consultant and history fan. Dave enjoys his family, his
faith and church community, music, reading and Packers football.
GoodPoint PublishingTM is located in Central Wisconsin. Our mission is to develop titles that offer the wisdom
of past ages in readable form for modern audiences. We believe that as our generation is exposed to the insights,
worries, hopes and counsel of such men and women we're better able to understand, value and apply their
proven solutions to our times and circumstances, empowering us to make more productive and satisfying
choices in our own lives.
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Note: The following "open letter" blends several paraphrased quotes from each of the undersigned founding
fathers, offering a sampling of excerpts from their writings presented as a fictional summary of what these
men, and their contemporaries, might write to American voters of today. Each quote is featured in "On
Point: The Founding Fathers in Plain English," and is attributed in the Sources listed at the bottom.
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